
Greetings from Vanderwagen, NM after a very significant and incredible summer!!!  We had just a little 

under 900 campers come through this summer and just under 50 summer staff of counselors and 

wranglers that we worked with.  Nanette and I had a wonderful time mentoring the staff and we saw 

significant growth in so many of them.  We had quite a few first-time staff this summer that jumped 

right in and began to make a difference right from the beginning.  Our veteran staff stepped up and 

provided the necessary leadership and encouragement that drove the entire staff through the whole 

summer.  Overall, we were again blessed to be a part of a great ministry here at BABR for our 15th 

summer, and we saw the Lord do some amazing things in and through us, and in the lives of the staff 

we worked with this summer.  

Of the many stories to tell, a few stand out: one staff person 

came with lots of personal emotional baggage, and was able to 

sort it out over the course of the summer and went back home 

at the end of the summer changed forever; another staff person 

had had difficulty forgiving a family member and was able to 

extend forgiveness and restore that relationship; another staff 

person had struggled with coming out of their shell emotionally 

because of things that had happened in the past, and they were 

able to leave those behind and become a new person this 

summer.  And lastly, a staff member who was challenged to be 

more and do more in their role here at camp, stepped up and 

took that role and made it their own, and in the process 

became a leader within their peer group over this summer.  

There are always more stories to tell, but this is just a small sampling of what the Lord has been doing 

in the lives of the staff that we mentored this summer.  I am so grateful to the Lord for the 

opportunities He provides for us to walk with these students this summer. 

I (Dino) still played on the worship team, but in a lesser role, so that those that had been trained to 

lead could do so in a larger role.  I must say, at first, it was hard, but it was the right thing to do to let 

these young people spread their musical ministry wings and fly.  It was such an amazing time of 

musical worship with these young people, and it was a joy and a privilege to play music with them in 

such a holy and sacred musical moment.  One highlight I experienced outside of camp was being able 

to be a break-out session speaker at the Warrior Leadership Summit in the month of July.  Our dear 

friends at RHM had experienced a difficult event, and we were glad to come alongside them this 

summer and offer prayer and encouragement.  

We are experiencing changes as parents as well, as the Josiah turned 13 this past year.  We officially 

have a teenager in our house…!!!!  But we are grateful to the Lord that He will give us what we need to 

walk with our children through these very difficult yet very fulfilling years.  Our boys have grown so 
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much, and we have seen the Lord do good 

things in their lives as well.  Pray that we will 

continue to parent faithfully, and that the Lord 

would reveal Himself to them in the future. 

We are headed into our fall ministry schedule, 

and we will be taking time in the month of 

October to, Lord willing, get some needed time 

off for rest and renewal.  We’ll still be home 

schooling, but we hope to be able to get some 

time to keep doing the ministry that the Lord 

has given to us this last fifteen years.  Thank 

you again so much for supporting NAIM and our ministry and for praying for us so 

faithfully.  Blessings on you all as we move into the end of 2016…!!!! 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus, 

I just would like to thank you first of all for your faithful prayers for us and for your 

faithful financial support of NAIM.  Your partnership is furthering God’s kingdom 

among Native youth here in the Southwest and here at BABR.  This past summer through our camp ministry, we have seen youth come 

to know Jesus as their Savior, and also have seen young people rededicate their lives to follow Jesus.  I had the honor of leading a young 

lady to Christ.  She shared with me, after our Thursday skit night,  that she was battling  lung cancer.  It was on that day the LORD gave 

her His peace.   I not only had the opportunity to lead that young lady to Christ, I also had the opportunity to mentor 17-20 girls every 

week for 8 weeks this past summer.  These young ladies were the counselors and wranglers that come to serve and minister to the 

campers.   I am so grateful to Jesus for the privilege of being a vessel He used to engage and encourage these young ladies in their faith 

and walk with Christ.  Through the summer, these young ladies learned to cultivate a deeper presence of God in their lives, and learned 

to live out their faith in a practical way.   

Thank you also for your prayers for the Bible study I facilitated this past spring of 2016 with 9 ladies.  I used the series by Kay Arthur, on 

“Lord, is it Warfare, Teach me to Stand”(on spiritual warfare).  Most Native people have a sensitivity to the supernatural, and  Satan 

uses that to keep many of us in fear.  This study helped these ladies learn that Satan has been overcome and judged at the cross by 

Jesus Christ.  The study helped us see the truth that we are in Jesus, and that Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father, above 

every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every title given, not only in this age but in the one to come.   Neil Anderson put it 

so well when he said, “[spiritual warfare] is not a power encounter, it is a Truth encounter.”  We learned to hold to our position in 

God’s Truth according to His Word and through the power 

of the Holy Spirit, so that in those areas of struggle, we 

began to know and experience God’s freedom.  I can’t 

express how grateful we are to you for your faithful 

intercession on our behalf, for this Bible study and for our 

ministry overall. 

Continue to pray for me as I home school our boys this fall, 

share my faith,  and continue to engage in opportunities to 

mentor and disciple young ladies for Jesus.  

Nanette 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be 

made out to NAIM with Project #306 in the memo 

line.   Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca/donate 

Prayer Requests 

 Please pray for Nanette and I as we continue to 

homeschool our boys. 

 Please pray for our fall ministry schedule:  follow-up on all 

our summer staff during the year.  Nanette will be 

following up on all the ladies she’s been working with in 

her Bible Studies, and I will be helping at a variety of 

ministry opportunities with former staff and local 

churches.   

 Pray that our support will continue to rise this coming fall. 

 Pray for our boys as they start another year of home 

school, and as they become young men. 

Dino 


