
God! Please give us headphones this Christmas! 

 

Greetings, 

I was speaking to an AWANA group one night last month. I had two 

surprising statements for the students. The first surprise was that God wired 

our brains to learn language (and math!). Learning to speak an Indian 

language is not as hard as you might think!  

Did you know that, together with some dedicated language teachers, we 

started a Kalispel Language Immersion 

School in September? We teach literacy, 

math and science in the Kalispel 

language to student’s kindergarten 

through second grade. Indigenous languages are beginning to 

make a comeback from extinction! 

The second surprise I mentioned is in John 5:25 where Jesus 

promises that the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and 

that those who hear will live. I asked the children, “How can dead 

people hear?” “Doesn’t that sound impossible?” One kindergarten 

girl raised her hand and said God will give us headphones! Nothing 

is impossible for God when one sees through the eyes of a child. 

The dead are those spiritually apart from God. The headphones are 

faith. God gives us the faith to receive His grace. That is the Gospel. 

And here is the Christmas message: God sent His one and only 

Son to take the form of a man so that we can be reconciled to God. 

God gives us headphones so that by hearing we might believe, and 

by believing we might be saved (Romans 10:9-17). 
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To support this ministry financially, checks should be 

made out to NAIM with Project #415 in the memo 

line. Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca/donate 

Cultural Conflict or Peace? 

This summer I read Education for Extinction, American Indians and the Boarding School Experiences 1875-

1928 where David Wallace Adams writes about cultural conflict. Think about the last sentences in the opening 

paragraph: “The white threat to Indians came in many forms: small pox, missionaries, Conestoga wagons, 

barbed wire, and smoking locomotives. And in the end, it came in the form of schools.” 

As a follower of Jesus and a teacher I think about the words one of my elders spoke to me, “If Columbus had 

just treated us (Indians) as equals it would be a different world.”  

We live in a time of cultural conflict in America. Indian 

Country has seen more than just conflict, it has endured 

cultural genocide. But today, we can be part of the 

revitalization of a language. Today, we can pray and eat 

and spend all day in language. Imagine that. Missionaries 

can be part of cultural resolution rather than conflict. 

Thank you for faithfully praying and supporting the 

ministry God gave us in NAIM. Together, you and I are 

giving headphones for Christmas presents to all who will 

hear! 

 

End of Year Project 

I hope to save money to purchase a newer work truck. My current rig is starting to show its age and miles. I 

have poured a lot of money into repairs and upkeep and I have finally come to the awareness it is time to plan 

on a replacement! We value your partnership if you would like to help this project.  

Please continue to pray for our daughter Hope who is raising money for her senior missions trip to Belize in 

April. 

 

We would love to hear from you this Christmas season. 

We wish you a wonderful Thanksgiving, Christmas and 

New Year! 

 Todd  
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