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“UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN, ... AND HIS NAME 
SHALL BE CALLED WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING 

FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.      ISAIAH 9:6 

Winter 2016 

At this Christmas season, we celebrate the coming of our Lord and Savior as a 

babe in a manger.  It recalls many joyful memories of times with family and 

friends, the music, the special dinners and giving of gifts.  But for many people it 

is a very difficult time of year.  They recall painful things from their past that 

they would just as soon forget.  I am reminded of the words of a song about 

Christ’s coming to earth, 

“He left the splendor of heaven 

Knowing His destiny 

Was the lonely hill of Golgotha 

There to lay down His life for me” 

If that isn’t love...  That is what the message of Christmas is all about, His great love for His creation. 

That is what we share through the ministries of NAIM and New Beginnings in Vancouver.  Please pray 

that many will come to know his love for them and find the joy of Christmas. 

W e are thankful for the work that God has done in the lives of people this year.  We 

have seen growth and  increasing desire to serve the Lord in our church.  In many ways it has been a 

good year.  But there have been many challenges as well.  We have seen homeless families find housing, and seen 

others forced out by high priced rents, we have been involved in more funerals than weddings, watched the rise of 

overdose deaths from Fentanyl-laced drugs in the city and wondered what it will take to stop young people from taking 

the risks.  Our hearts break when we hear about a young person we have worked with become a victim of this curse.  

Recently we came across an article in the newspaper about a murder trial in the city, and the name of the accused was 

that of a former student in SAY YES.  One day when he was in about grade 3, I was helping him with his math, and I 

asked him, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”  I was thinking that whatever he said, I could tell him he 

would need to know math to help him succeed.  He replied, with tears in his eyes, “I just want to be normal.”  I don’t 

believe being guilty of murder was what he thought “normal” would be, but the experiences of his childhood and youth 

lead him into a life in gangs and the drug culture.  I am praying that I can reconnect with him and let him know that God 

still loves him and wants to heal the hurts of the past and will forgive the wrongs he has done.  Pray that he will come 

to know Jesus as his Saviour and Lord.  The Word tells us we are to visit those in prison, so I guess it is my time to go to 

jail!  Pray for this young man, he could be facing 15 to 25 years in prison. 
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S AY YES is doing well.  There are 20 

children registered this year.  There are 

children there whose parents were in the program 

when we started it 20 years ago!  We have given 

the directorship over to two capable young ladies, 

Katherine Ritchie and Fawnda Bullshields.  We 

help out 2 days a week, and continue to advise 

and mentor the leaders.  It is rewarding to see 

how God is working through these leaders.  We 

are grateful for the many volunteers that they 

have added to the program. 

Summer camping is an 

important program of the 

ministry.  Many of the 

children made decisions 

to follow Jesus at camp, 

and we are encouraging 

them to continue to grow 

in Him. 

 

Fawnda, who was one of 

our first SAY YES! 

students, completed her 

university degree this 

summer and graduated in 

November.  She is working 

with us in SAY YES! as a 

director.   

FAMILY NEWS 
 

Our family has experienced changes and transitions 

this year.  Nathan changed jobs in June, moving to a 

larger accounting firm on the mainland, which meant 

moving his family from Vancouver Island to Penticton, 

B.C.  They are enjoying the new town, getting to know 

new friends and having some of Lisa’s family close by.  

The travel time is about the same for us, but it is much 

more reasonable, as there is no ferry cost, just a tank 

of gas!  We have been able to visit them, most recently 

on our way home from NAIM staff conference. 

 

Rebecca has received a much deserved promotion in her work 

with the Vancouver Canucks hockey team.  She loves her job and 

is in her 9th year with the team. 

Diane and Nathan celebrated milestone birthdays in September 

at a joint open house in our home.  We planned an outdoor bbq, 

but it rained right up until the arrival of the first guests, and we 

 

Celebration of milestone birthdays for Diane and 
Nathan with a get together of a few close friends! 



had to improvise with over 100 people 

dropping in thru the day!  One of the 

highlights was having Diane’s two sisters, Linda 

and Sandi, come and spend a week with her.  

They had hours of reminiscing and sharing 

memories from their early years.  It was a very 

happy reunion!!! 

We wish you and your family a wonderful 

Christmas!  May the Lord bless each of you 

and may the love that caused Him to come to 

earth that first Christmas fill you with joy and 

peace. 

Love in Christ, 

Byron and Diane 

 

We visited our grandchildren in Penticton 

and they showed us their new town. 

First day of school in 

Penticton!  

New town, new school, new friends. 



 

B yron used a pumpkin to show how Jesus picks us out of 

the “patch”, cleans us up on the inside, removes the sin 

and shame, puts a smile on our face and his light in our life so we 

shine for Him, to an attentive group of SAY YES! children. 

I t is good to have First Nations 

Christian artists share their 

talents and testimonies with the 

church and community.  New friend, 

Swil Kanim, violinist and storyteller 

from Washington state, shared his 

journey and touched many lives.  Longtime friends, Kene and Millie Jackson, from 

Calgary, AB, ministered to us on their West Coast tour. 

P lay time builds friendships as our children 

come from 7 different schools. 

T he Bible studies have been growing.   Diane and 

Stephanie lead the women’s study.   This year they 

have done Beth Moore’s series on Breaking Free, and are now 

in Esther.    I lead the men’s study on I Corinthians and the 

adult study on the book of Romans.   On Sundays, I have been 

focusing on who Jesus is. 

To support this ministry financially, checks should 

be made out to NAIM and mailed to the NAIM 

Office.  They should be designated for Project 

#475. Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca 


