
 

 

Summer means CAMPS for us. 

These are great opportunities to present the Gospel and see young people make life changing decisions to 

follow Jesus.  It is a time for planting the seed, watering, and watching God produce the harvest.  This 

summer we have sent many children and youth to Bible camps.  Your prayers are a critical part of the 

planting and watering process.  

We also had two weeks of day camp in July.  This year we did not have any visiting summer missions teams 

to help, but the Lord provided.  We did the VBS program, “Walking God’s Trail 

with Maskipiton and Paul,” with Byron telling the stories and leading the Bible 

lesson time, Diane leading the craft time.  Our summer interns and staff did the 

registration, sports, and other jobs to make the camp run smoothly.   Our 

church people stepped up to volunteer: helping with pick ups, serving lunch 

and snacks, and going swimming with the children in the afternoons to make 

sure everyone was safe and had fun in the pools. 

Maskipiton was a Cree Chief from the early 

1800’s who was a war chief, but when he came 

to Jesus, he became known as the Peace Chief.  

His story has many parallels to the Apostle Paul’s life.  The children learned that following Jesus 

is the best way to live, and that even when we face hard things in life, He will always be with us  

and give us His peace.  It was a joy to hear their comments and to see them begin to trust the 

Lord in new ways: 

Nathaniel, the 7 year old boy, who was born with a cleft palate that we talked about in our last 

letter, was part of our SAY YES! program this year.  

He was in grade one.  He listened to the Bible stories, 

and would often go home and tell his mom and dad 

the story and what the lesson was from it.  His heart 

is tender to the Lord.  In April, he had a surgery to 

strengthen his upper lip and give his teeth some 

bone to anchor to.  At that same time, Dr. Don Bartlette, a First Nations man who 

also has a cleft palate, was coming to Vancouver to share his story.  We were able 

to connect Don with the family and he encouraged Nathaniel so much.  He came to 

hear Don speak, and he sat glued to his every word for about an hour.  He 

attended day camp and again listened intently to the Bible stories and lessons. 
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I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow.” 
1 Corinthians 3:6 



After 2 weeks of day camp, he attended his first week of Bible camp away from his parents.   (It was harder on them 

than it was on him!) 

When he returned home, he called his grandmother, who is part of  our church, and said just what a Godly 

grandmother wants to hear . . . 

  “Granny, I’m a Christian.  I asked Jesus to be my savior!” 

She wrote on her Facebook: 
  “Tears of happiness  . . .  
  Angels are rejoicing in heaven. 
  I am rejoicing.  I am so happy for you, my Boy!” 

The other day, she overheard him telling his cousin, “God is with us all the time, He loves you very much.”   She said, 

“I know, I learned that in SAY YES!” 

 

 

Two teenage girls went on a mission trip to Mexico with a couple who help with New 

Beginnings Church.   It was an adventure for both of them, as they had never been so far 

from home without family.   They worked with an orphanage in Mexico, taking care of the 

children and doing physical work to improve the living conditions for migrant farm workers.  

One of girls, who had been in SAY YES! in the past, sent us a text before they came back, 

telling us she had asked Jesus to be her Savior and Lord.  She said, “Don’t tell anyone, I want 

to tell everyone when I get home!”  She is so excited about following the Lord, and we pray 

that she will become a leader of the other youth who are part of the youth group. 

The seeds were planted and watered over the year, and God brought the fruit!! 

“So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  The one 

who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor.”  

I Corinthians 3:7-8 

Praise His Name.   The glory all goes to Him!   It is the hope of seeing these precious young people come to Christ that 

makes the ministry worthwhile for us.  Thanks again for being part of the team. 

Love and Prayers, 

Byron & Diane To support this ministry financially, checks should be made out to NAIM and mailed 

to the NAIM Office.  They should be designated for Project #475. Donations can also 

be made online at www.naim.ca 

FAMILY NEWS: 

Nathan and Lisa moved from Vancouver Island to Penticton, B.C., as Nathan found a better 

job with a larger accounting firm.  They are very happy as they were able to purchase a 

townhouse very close to Lisa’s aunt and uncle.  The grandchildren will start school after 

Labor Day, so pray they will find new friends.  Penticton is about a 5 hour drive from us, but 

we don’t have to take a ferry, so it is much easier to get there! 

Rebecca is gearing up for another busy season of hockey with the Vancouver Canucks.  She 

has an active life with friends, church and work! 


