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  I need three of me!!!!! 
 

Before I explain that statement of exasperation, THANK YOU for your continued love/support/prayers as I work 

here in Campbell River. You know that I couldn’t do this and be here without your involvement. I think of that all 

the time and even though I haven’t said as much, very much, this year, I do remember and appreciate you.  

Currently, I am working with NAIM 10 hours a week and for 35 hours a week I am in the Employment Program of 

BC through Employment Insurance. This program allows me to continue to collect EI premiums while I begin a 

catering business called Wild Blueberry Gourmet Eats. As of the end of September I have been in the launching-

the-business stage and will continue until the end of March/17 when I stop receiving EI. By then the theory is that 

Wild Blueberry Gourmet Eats will be a self-supporting business. 

Can you say learning curve? Wow. You see if there were three of me, one of me could focus on marketing 

strategies, going from business to business around town introducing myself as the new kid on the block and 

getting customers. The second me could focus on the administration and setting up the infrastructure of this crazy 

machine. The third me could work on connecting with all of you fine folk and staying in touch with the First 

Nations people in the community. Each of those is a full time task. I’m a bit tapped out these days and that is why 

So as you may or may not know, my desire in starting this business is to use it as a stepping stone for women I 

know who are able to work but stuck in the cycle of social assistance. By getting into the work force, they can 

then begin exploring what their vocation in life is. In the meantime, 

they will be able to support their families. This is a good thing.  

In building the infrastructure of the business so that I can offer work to 

these women I have been talking with Anita, a First Nations woman 

who is one of the hardest working women I know. I would like her to 

be my right hand person—my sous chef—as I venture forward, 

because I’ll need to have someone strong working alongside me as we 



work together to train and encourage the women I hire. I’ve been talking with her for about 2 years now about 

working for me and she keeps saying that she’d like to be a part of it. I’ve done a few jobs here and there over the 

last couple of years and Anita has come out to work a few of them. She’s amazing. 

The other night I was at a Halloween party and she and her partner (Sammy) were there. Sammy is the sous chef at 

a local pub (and one of the most successful catering businesses in Campbell River). He and I are always going on 

about the food industry and working together one day. He mentioned that a local First Nations man—a brother to 

one of NAIM’s missionaries here—wants to start a food truck that focuses on First Nations foods and he wants 

Sammy to work the truck. Sam said to me, “Anita has been saying that she wants to do it too.” My heart kind of sank 

and Anita said, “Oh Sammy…no…” in a slightly embarrassed tone. I said to Anita, “You do whatever your heart is 

telling you Anita. Don’t feel tied to me whatsoever.” She was sweeping the kitchen floor and stopped. She looked 

me square in the eye (which is sometimes hard for her to do) and said, “No I really want to work for you.” I kind of 

straightened up and turned to Sammy and very “respectfully” sang to him, “Nanny nanny poo poo!” We all laughed 

and I whispered as I walked away, “Thank you, God!” 

I have much to do here and 

want to do it well, so please 

pray that God would continue 

to lead and that I would 

continue to follow. Please pray 

that as I encounter potential 

clients, current employees and 

potential employees that 

Christ’s life would flow from 

me to them.  

And thank you. Thank you 

again. 

You are a part of the life that 

flows here. 

-Kathryn 

NAIM staff and the ministries they represent are 
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North America Indigenous Ministries. 
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cheques should be made out to NAIM 

with Project #508 in the memo line. 

Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca/donate 

 

As of today there are four women from the First Nations community who have expressed a desire to work with me. 

Please pray that my network would expand and not only would others want to work, but many would want to hire 

us to cater their events.  

To many of you I haven’t had the opportunity to explain what all of this is about. I’m so sorry and I would love to sit 

with you on the phone or via Skype or Facetime and chat about what’s been going on. In a nutshell, as things 

progress with the business, I would like to move back into full time ministry status with NAIM. That way I wouldn’t 

have to draw a wage from the business, but could use the funds we make from catering jobs to hire more women. 

The business would be the focus of my ministry through NAIM. 

These appetizers were made for my first official catering job.  Left to right: 
Cod Cakes with roasted tomato relish and cracked pepper,  

Turkish Fig Bruschetta with orange, fennel and a toasted walnut, and 
Melted Gruyere on a hand-crafted chive biscuit with a tart apple slaw  
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