
Dear Friend, 

My last two letters laid out a vision for 
establishing a culturally-inviting Native 
church in this area. There are still a number 
of important issues under discussion. I 
invite you to remember this process in your 
prayers as we seek God’s wisdom on 
matters such as meeting times and 
location, the timing of our start, the name 
and, most importantly, the composition of 
our core leadership team.  

Meanwhile, I am still involved in our weekly 
men’s group and the two local monthly 
Native gatherings; Tacoma Intertribal Gathering and Wisdom Circle. The 

Nisqually Bible Study is on hold for now but that reservation (near Olympia) is still on my heart, as there 
is no church there.  

My weekly visits with Native inmates at the Federal Detention Center, near the SeaTac Airport, continue 
to be mutually encouraging. FDC is part of the Federal Bureau of Prisons system. It’s a prison, but it’s 
more like a high-rise jail than what we picture a prison to be. There is no gymnasium or yard, and there 
are very few jobs for inmates. Their small, narrow cell windows are fogged over so inmates can’t read 
license plates in the parking lot. They seldom see the sun. And there are very few arts and crafts 
allowed. 

FDC offenders are mostly serving short sentences, are waiting for trial 
or sentencing or are back on probation violations. So there is a steady 
turnover. Currently, there are five male living units and one female. I 
usually visit two living units each week. There are around 80 Native 
inmates, total. There are no common meetings at all, not even chapels.  
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Most weeks I distribute “Elder’s Meditation of 
the Day” handouts that have a spiritual, 
motivational quotation from a Native leader, a 
commentary on the quote and a prayer. I add 
Bible passages (to the handouts) that 
complement the Meditations. We then have a 
talking circle, where each person is free to 
respond to the handout or say whatever is on 
their mind. I hear many heartfelt, emotional 
comments in response to the handouts, and 
sometimes there are tears. We conclude with 
prayer. I am always thanked for coming and 
for the papers. Sometimes I am asked for extra 
copies that can be mailed to family members. 

I am not allowed to proselytize but I am free to share my faith. I do this in a natural, non-pushy, low key 
manner. This seems to be well received by most. A few inmates openly proclaim their faith in Christ. Most 
do not, but show respect. I am trusting God to use my visits to accomplish his purposes in many of these 
lives.    

Thank you, friends, for your partnership in prayers and financial support. It is an 
honor to be trusted with these ministry responsibilities and opportunities. 

May the peace of God rule in your life in all your circumstances. 
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