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Dear Friend, 

The Christmas story is one in 

which the birth of a baby 

ultimately brought great hope to 

all people. It’s an ageless story at 

the very heart of Christian belief. 

This baby would grow up to be the 

perfect man who died on a cross 

for all of us so that eternal life 

might be possible. 

As we approach this Christmas season, the birth 

of a baby will mean something quite different for one 

Klemtu family. Barb and Ken are Klemtu elders and good friends of ours. 12 days ago 

as I write this, their daughter went into premature labor. The baby only lived for 15 

minutes. A short time later the mother was suddenly fighting for her own life. Things 

had gone terribly wrong. Day after day and moment by moment we poured out 

our hearts to God.  

“God, we ask you to spare her life.” 

“Father, keep her heart beating.” 

“God, please stop her bleeding.”  

Long days and nights went on like this, life and death mingling close by each other. 

Finally after 10 days she 

seemed over the worst of 

it. The doctor said they 

would begin to bring her 

out of sedation. Other 

challenges awaited, but we 

were all rejoicing with the 

news from the doctor that 

she appeared to be on the 

mend. 
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She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins. 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

   Matthew 1:21-22 



Soon the comments went something like this: “She is really a 

fighter.” “Look at how hard she has fought to stay alive.” 

I gently reminded them that we had prayed and 

committed her into God’s hands. We needed to thank God 

for preserving her life. Barb looked over at me with folded 

hands and nodded, letting me know she wanted me to lead 

the family in thanks to God. 

Today the medical team told the family that there is no medical explanation for why she lived through this, let 

alone the recovery that she is showing. The very best of health care couldn’t explain it. While the mom is a 

fighter, that also couldn’t explain her survival. The nurse tactfully said that there must be an external 

reason why. I suggested, as the family’s minister, that I would like to give God the credit. The nurse replied 

that’s what he was trying to hint at. 

I look at moments like these 

as building blocks towards 

faith in Christ. God was 

good in answering the 

family’s prayers for physical 

life for their loved one. That 

same God can be trusted 

for eternal life as well.  

Our prayer is that this 

Christmas many from this 

family will understand the 

true meaning of Christmas. 

Jesus said, “I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

Pastoral care is just one of our many ministries. Thank 

you for partnering with us this past year, and for many 

of you, for many years now. Many know the true 

meaning of Christmas. Many more still need to learn it 

by putting their faith in Christ. Your gifts are what 

make sharing that message possible. 

Christmas blessings to you, 

Scott and Karen 

To support this ministry financially, checks 

should be made out to NAIM with Project #684 

in the memo line. Donations can also be made 

online at www.naim.ca/donate 

http://www.naim.ca/donate

